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The Biological Society of Washington. — The following 
communications were made: Mr. M. B. Waite, the Destruction of 
Lichens on Pear Trees ; Mr. C. H. Townsend, The Propagation of the 
Atlantic Coast Oyster on the Pacific Coast ; Mr. Charles Hallock, The 
Geographical Distribution of the Musk -Ox ; Dr. C. Hart Merriam, 
The Four-toed Kangaroo Rats (with exhibition of specimens). 

February 25. — Communications : Mr. Sheldon Jackson, The Intro- 
duction of Reindeer in Alaska ; Mr. M. B. Waite, Variation in the 
Fruit of the Pear due to Difference of Pollen ; Mr. E. M. Hasbrouck, 
On the Development of the Appendages of the Cedar Waxwing ; Mr. 
F. A. Lucas, The Food of Humming-birds. 

Frederic A. Lucas, Secretary. 

Anthropological Society of Washington. — Special Meeting, 
February 14. — The program consisted of a lecture, A Primitive Priest- 
hood, by an Initiate. Illustrated by lantern slides by Frank Hamil- 
ton Cushing. — Weston Flint, Secretary. 



SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 



Errata in Mrs. Bodington's article " Legends of the Sumiro-Acca- 
dians of Chaldea" in The American Naturalist for February, 
1893, p. 105. 

Page 105, Line 2 from bottom, for Bohu read Bahu. (N. B. 
Bohu in the last line is correct.) 

Page 106, Line 4 ; for Herodach read Merodach. 

Page 107, Lines 13, 18, 21, 25, 30, and 36 ; for Tzdubar, read Izdu- 
bar. 

Page 107, Line 14; for Tshtar read Ishtar. 

Page 108, Line 1 ; for Tzdubar read Izdubar. 

Page 108, Lines 12 and 31 ; for Tshtar read Ishtar. 

Page 209, Lines 5, 8, 12, 18, 24, 31 and 37 ; for Tshtar read Ishtar. 

Page 110, Lines 4, 7 and 15 ; for Tshar read Ishtar. 

In the January Number, 1893. 

Page 14, Note 1 ; for Story of the Natives read Story of the 
Nations. 

Dr. Henry Wheatland, of Salem, Mass., died February 27, 1893 
aged 81 years. Dr. Wheatland graduated at Harvard in 1834, and 
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later at Harvard Medical College. While a student at college he 
received instruction in zoological studies from Nuttall, the ornitholo- 
gist and botanist. Later he turned to anatomical work and then to 
the study of marine zoology. Under his instruction the late William 
Stimpson did his first dredging in Massachusetts Bay. For many 
years Dr. Wheatland has been President of the Essex Institute at 
Salem, Mass., and he has been trustee of both the Peabody Academy 
of Science at Salem, and the Peabody Museum of Archeology and 
Ethnology at Cambridge since their foundation. In later years his 
energies have been devoted to the study of local history. Personally, 
Dr. Wheatland was a delightful companion, and his stories of the 
older days of American Science were especially interesting. 

Mr. A. Smith Woodward, of the British Museum, has gone to the 
Lebanon to explore the deposit of fossil fishes. 

Professor R. Ellsworth Call is now instructor in Physics and Chem- 
istry in the Manual Training High School, Louisville, Ky. 

The Tacoma Academy of Sciences is endeavoring to have the name 
Mt. Tacoma adopted as the official title of what was formerly known 
as Mt. Ranier. If the Academy could have the name of the State of 
Washington changed to Tacoma it would be a great convenience. We 
have too many Washingtons already. 

The Leuckart " Festschrift," the volume of the contributions of the 
former students of the celebrated Leipzig zoologist, brought together 
at his seventieth birthday, makes a splendid quarto volume illustrated 
by forty plates. Thirty-five pupils contributed to the memorial. 

Richard GreeiF, Professor of Zoology in Marburg, died August 30, 
in his sixty-fifth year. 

J. G. Joessel, Professor of Anatomy in the University of Strasburg, 
died Dec. 4, 1892, in his 55th year. 

Professor W. Pfitzner, of Strassburg, has been appointed to the 
position left vacant by the death of Professor Joessel. His assistants 
will be Drs. Mechnert and Heinrich Hoyer (of Wiirzburg). 

Professor F. C. Noll, for many years editor of the " Zoologiscenh 
Garten," died in Frankfurt a, M. Jan. 14, 1892. 

Dr. Jan Pieter van Wickevoort Crommelin, an ornithologist, died 
in Haarlem, Holland, Oct. 20, 1892. 
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Thomas John Moore, Curator of the Liverpool Museum, died Oct. 
31, 1892. 

Dr. Benjamin Vetter, Professor of Zoology in the Royal Poly tech - 
nicum of Dresden, and well-known as the translator of many works, 
died in the night between Jan. 1 and 2, 1893. 

Professor H. Schaaffhausen, the anthropologist of Bonn, is dead in 
his 77th year. 

Professor James Ellis Humphrey sailed Feb. 11th on a botanical 
collecting expedition to Jamaica, where he wishes especially to study 
the algae of the Caribbean Sea. 

Mr. Samuel Henshaw is in charge of the entomological collection of 
the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard. 

The University of Minnesota is publishing a " Quarterly Bulletin." 
From the last issue (Jan. 30, '93) we gain the following: The herba- 
rium of the University and of the State survey are merged together 
In the past three years 350 species of Minnesota fungi have been 
determined. In 1892 over 20,000 species of flowering plants were 
collected in the limits of the State, and the collections now contain 
about 900 species from the region. In the line of geology considerable 
work has been done in collecting lower Silurian fossils near the Uni- 
versity; while the collections have received many additions from other 
States. In zoology considerable work is being done. The Museum 
has been fitted with cases, but the curator reports that the collections 
still leave much to be desired. Not half the birds of the State are 
represented, while the collections of fishes, reptiles, amphibia, etc., are 
largely in prospect. The labors of the zoological survey during the 
past summer were mostly in the neighborhood of Mille Lac, which 
was pretty thoroughly explored, and work is being carried on, so that 
a few years hence there will be one of the best local faunal collections 
for reference and comparison in the country. The University also 
proposes to establish a Biological station on the upper Mississippi to be 
open without fees to all who may wish to come. The location will be 
decided later. A laboratory for histology and embryology in the 
College of Medicine has been fitted up with equipment for elementary 
and advanced work. 



